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Guidelines for Thesis Quality Control in the Department of Life Sciences at National Chung Hsing
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Approved at the Department Affairs Meeting on Sep. 10, 2024.
Approved at the College Affairs Meeting on Feb. 13, 2025.
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. The Department of Life Sciences, National Chung Hsing University (hereinafter referred to as

"the Department") establishes these Guidelines for Thesis Quality control (hereinafter referred to
as "the Guidelines") to ensure the quality of graduate theses. These Guidelines are formulated in
accordance with the NCHU Implementation Guidelines for Doctoral Degree Examination and the
NCHU Implementation Guidelines for Master's Degree Examination.
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. The qualifications for thesis advisors of graduate students in the Department shall comply with

Article 6 of the NCHU Doctoral Program Regulations and Article 3 of the NCHU Master's
Program Regulations of National Chung Hsing University.
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Each full-time faculty member in the Department may supervise up to two new doctoral students

and three new master’s students per academic year. This limit does not include additional quotas

for students from Mainland China, overseas Chinese students, students from Hong Kong and

Macau, and international students. The supervision guidelines are as follows:

- B RFETLF o RN R0 SR RN F

1. Faculty members supervising students across different research groups are required to
participate in the affairs of the respective groups during the supervision period.
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2. If a graduate student has not yet secured an advisor, the academic convener of each research
group shall coordinate with full-time faculty members within the group who have not exceeded
their supervision limit. If a faculty member wishes to supervise students beyond the set limit,
they must co-supervise with a full-time faculty member in the Department who has not yet
reached their supervision capacity.
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Adjunct or jointly appointed faculty members in the Department may co-supervise one master's
student, provided they meet at least one of the following requirements:
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1. During their adjunct or joint appointment period, they must acknowledge the Department in
their published research reports and papers. Additionally, they must have published at least one
paper per year starting from the year prior to co-supervising a student.
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2. During the supervision period (from the start of supervision until completion), they must offer

courses in the Department, with a minimum teaching load of 18 hours per academic year.
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The thesis of a graduate student must align with the professional fields of the Department and be
reviewed by the Admissions and Examination Affairs Committee. If any disputes arise regarding

whether a thesis meets the Department's professional scope, the matter shall be handled in

accordance with the NCHU Implementation Guidelines for Doctoral Degree Examination and the
NCHU Implementation Guidelines for Master's Degree Examination.
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Before the oral examination, the originality of the graduate student's thesis must undergo
plagiarism detection analysis, and the results shall be provided to the oral defense committee for
review. After revising the thesis, the student must conduct a second plagiarism check. The
similarity score—after excluding the table of contents, materials and methods, references, and
appendices—must be below 25%. Any published papers authored by the student as the first
author during their enrollment may be excluded from the plagiarism check. If the thesis does not
meet the required standard, a written explanation must be provided with approval from the
advisor before the student can proceed with the graduation clearance process. The plagiarism

check results must be submitted in printed form to the university library as part of the graduation
clearance procedure.
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These guidelines shall take effect upon approval by the Department Affairs Meeting and the

College Affairs Meeting, and shall be submitted to the Office of Academic Affairs for record-

keeping. The same procedure applies to any future amendments, and the guidelines shall be
enforced from the date of announcement.
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In the event of any discrepancies between the Chinese version and its English translation, the Chinese version shall prevail.
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