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Guidelines for the Use of the Sterilization Room in the Department of Life Sciences at
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National Chung Hsing University
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The autoclave in this sterilization room is for the exclusive use of all faculty and students of
this department.
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Users must adhere to the usage guidelines and supervision reguTatlons of facﬂlty supervisor
when operating equipment or conducting in activities within the sterilization room. If
improper operation or behavior occurs and persists despite a warning, the department
reserves the right to revoke the user's access privileges.
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The autoclave is a high-temperature, high-pressure device. Users must attend the
department’s annual Laboratory Safety and Health course in its entirety and obtain approval
from their supervising professor before use.
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Undergraduate students who need to use the sterilization room for research projects or
science fairs must also comply with Guideline III. They must be assisted by their
supervising professor or senior colleagues from the same laboratory when operating the

autoclave. Users who fail to follow these guidelines and cause damage to property or injury
to personnel will be held fully responsible.
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Before using the autoclave, confirm that it is not already in use. Complete the operation log

both before and after use. If any abnormalities are detected, immediately notify the facility
Supervisor.
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Ensure that the pressure and temperature gauges do not exceed the maximum limits
specified in the user manual. Always operate the autoclave within the normal range. Before
starting the sterilization process, make sure to add water (To maintain the cleanliness of the
autoclave, do not use tap water).
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After the sterilization process is complete, ensure that the pressure has returned to zero and
the temperature has dropped before opening the autoclave door. Do not attempt to force
open the autoclave if the pressure has not reached zero or the temperature remains above
65°C, as this may result in accidents.
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VIII. Waste materials must be sterlhzed separately from other items. In this sterilization room,
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only autoclaves numbered 5 and 6 are designated for waste sterilization.
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IX. To prevent breakage of items or leakage of liquids during sterilization, do not overload the
autoclave. Each load must not exceed 80% of the autoclave’s total capacity of. Ensure that
the top of the items is at least 3 inches (approximately 8 cm) away from the autoclave wall,
and leave sufficient gaps between each package to avoid direct contact. Items must not be
placed directly on the bottom of the autoclave; instead, they should be placed inside stainless
steel containers with handles before being loaded.
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X. After use, users must thoroughly clean both the interior and exterior of the autoclave. All
sterilized items must be removed on the same day; do not leave them in the sterilization

room.
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XI. Any violation of the above guidelines will be reported by the sterilization room manager to
the facility supervisor. The laboratory of the violator will be suspended from using the
sterilization room for one week. During the suspension, the laboratory is responsible for
cleaning the sterilization room. If the same laboratory commits another violation, the
suspension will be extended to two weeks, and a fine of NT$5,000 will be imposed
(deducted from the supervising professor’s research fund). If a laboratory violates the
regulations three or more times in the same academic year, the case will be submitted to the
Department Affairs Meeting for a final decision.
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In the event of any discrepancies between the Chinese version and its English translation, the
Chinese version shall prevail




